Kansas Association of Mappers
33rd Annual Conference

Discovering New Paths through KAM
October 16th – 19th, 2018

A Note from our President.
Welcome to the 33rd Annual Kansas Association of Mappers conference! The Program
Committee – and so many others who support KAM – put forth a tremendous amount of effort
to bring you this conference. Certainly this conference is about education in the traditional
sense – but KAM is also about broadening your network, sparking your curiosity, and
empowering you with solutions to solve today and tomorrow’s issues. I would also like to
thank our Exhibitors. I encourage you all to visit our Exhibit Hall during breaks and social events.
Without their continued support, KAM would not be able to offer our non-conference events.
Please don’t forget that we offer other training and workshops outside of our annual event and
as a KAM member you have priority to attend them. KAM offers you so many ways to become
involved – please consider being a bigger part of our geospatial community. Volunteer on a
committee, speak, mentor, or just engage. Lastly – a huge thank you to all of you! You are the
reason that KAM has seen continued growth and success for our 33 rd year! Have a fantastic
conference!
Amber Reynolds

Exhibitor Night Fun and Games
In 3 2 1 each team has ONE minute to complete the task before them. One exhibitor from
each participating vender booth will serve as a team captain. Those who want to play will be
divided up between the vendors to form competitive teams. A signup sheet will be at the
registration table so sign up early to guarantee a spot. There will be 4 challenges that need to
be completed by each team. Complete the games within the minute in the fastest time and try
to be one of the top three teams to win a fun prize. The games are fast, fun, exciting, and
guaranteed to cause noise and laughter. So sign up early for a team and get ready for 3 2 1 go
for a “Minute to Win It”.

Brief schedule of events
Tuesday October 16th
9:00am to 3:00pm – KAM Designation testing
9:00am to 5:00pm – Registration
9:00am to 12:00pm – Pre-Conference Class - NG911 data maintainer class
9:00am to 5:00pm – Pre-Conference Class - Python Boot Camp
1:00pm to 5:00pm – Pre-Conference Classes - Precision Editing Techniques - Introduction to
ArcGIS Pro

Wednesday October 17th

8:00am to 9:00pm – Registration
9:00am to 9:30 - Coffee and Rolls
9:30am to 11:30pm – Opening remarks, Keynote Speakers, GIO update and KAM business
meeting, Board nominations, Award winners, New Designations, new members.
11:30pm to 11:45pm - Exhibitor lighting talk
11:45pm to 12:45pm - Plated lunch
12:45 pm to 1:30 pm – Breakout session
1:45 pm to 2:30 pm – Breakout session
2:30 pm to 3:00 pm – Break with Exhibitors
3:00 pm to 3:45 pm – Breakout session
4:00 pm to 4:45 pm – Breakout session
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm – Past president and new member reception Room 222
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm – Vendor reception, minute to win it games
8:30 pm to 11:00 pm – Hospitality room 222

Thursday October 18th

8:00am to 9:00am – Coffee with the vendors (breakfast on your own)
9:00am to 9:45 – Breakout session
10:00am to 10:45am – Breakout session
10:45am to 11:15am – Break with the vendors
11:15am to 12:00pm – Breakout session
12:00pm to 1:15pm – Lunch with the vendors, voting for the board and map gallery
1:15pm to 2:00pm – Breakout session
2:15pm to 3:00pm – Breakout session
3:00pm to 3:30pm – Break with the vendors
3:30pm to 4:15pm – Breakout session
5:00pm to 7:00pm – Flint Hills Discovery Center reception – Charity Raffle Drawing At 6pm

Friday October 19th

8:00am to 9:30am – Coffee in the registration area (breakfast on your own)
8:30am to 9:15am – Breakout session
9:30am to 10:15am – Breakout Session
10:30am to 11:30am – Brunch
11:30am to 12:30am – Closing KAM business, announce new board, map gallery winners and
door prize

Pre-Conference Classes –
Kansas NG911 GIS Data Maintainer Class – Eileen Battles and Kristen Jordan
In the Kansas NG911 GIS Program, the Data Maintainer is the person who will be performing
the actual maintenance of GIS data for the NG911 Program. Every PSAP (Public Safety
Answering Point) must have a certified Data Maintainer or have a maintenance contract with a
vendor that has a certified Data Maintainer on staff. Those completing this class will be certified
as Kansas NG911 Data Maintainers.
Topics to be covered: The role of GIS in NG911; an update on the status of the NG911 program
in Kansas; the role of the Data Maintainer and the responsibilities that come with the position;
the Kansas NG911 GIS Data Model and its requirements; the tools available to assist in data
maintenance; and a discussion of GIS/MSAG/TN data alignment. During the Behind-the-Scenes
of the NG911 Toolbox, we will go in-depth covering the details of certain tools and how they
work and how users can leverage the tools to make their data life easier.
Eileen Battles is the Kansas Data Access and Support Center (DASC) Manager and has over 20
years of experience in the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) industry. She plays an integral
role in statewide GIS collaborative initiatives working with private, local, state, and federal
government partners. She is a past President and Board Member of the Kansas Association of
Mappers (KAM) and was awarded the Most Valuable Member Award in 2009 and the Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2015.
Kristen grew up in Lawrence, Kansas, and graduated from the University of Nebraska- Lincoln
with bachelor degrees in International Studies and Political Science. After beginning GIS at the
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency, she worked as the GIS Project Manager for
Jefferson County, Kansas, for over five years. In early 2012, Kristen became a GIS
Specialist/Developer with the Kansas Data Access and Support Center. She graduated with her
MGIS through Pennsylvania State University in 2014.

Intro to Python - Lee Allen
In the class you will learn the basics of object-oriented programming as it relates to Python and
basic principles and topics including: variables, expressions, statements, loops, strings, lists and
others. Class exercises will be utilized to help you create code and begin to read Python. We will
also discuss how these principles and topics relate to GIS, models, and automation of scripts.
Please bring a device such as a laptop or tablet to participate in exercises. This is a hands-on
course. Installation of ArcGIS is recommended but not necessary for this course.
Lee Allen, GISP is the GIS Coordinator at Shawnee County, KS. He has been working in the GIS
field for about 14 years, supporting local government about 12 years. He has also been a
frequent KAM Board member since 2008.

Precision Editing Techniques – Amy Roust and Tyler Fleming
Ladies and gentlemen, you can improve your data. You have the technology. You have the
capability to make your data better and more reliable, and you can do it faster. In this
workshop, you will leverage basic geometry and multiple ArcGIS toolboxes to improve your
data editing process. Our focus will be on plats, but the concepts and tools used can apply to
any dataset. To start, we will apply the rules of geometry to real documents to identify time
savers in your editing workflows. Next, we will dive into hands-on editing sessions to apply

these techniques by digitizing a plat from Douglas County, Kansas. Time permitting, we will
discuss methods for calculating the placement of section corners in lieu of GPSing every
monument in your county. Reference handouts will be provided for use when you're back in
the office.
Amy Roust is the senior GIS analyst for Douglas County, Kansas. She has both public and private
sector experience supporting GIS clients in local government. Amy has an M.A. in Geography
from the University of Missouri and earned her GIS Professional (GISP) certification in 2016.
Tyler Fleming is a GIS Analyst for Douglas County, Kansas. In January 2012, after earning a B.S.
in Geography/GIS, he began his career at Garmin in Olathe, KS. A few years later, he joined the
GIS team at Douglas County. Now Tyler enjoys using GIS to support the local government.

Introduction to ArcGIS Pro – Linda Sibert

This class is designed for those just beginning to use ArcGIS Pro. You will learn the basics of
created and sharing maps, converting existing ArcGIS mxd’s to ArcGIS Pro. And some tips and
tricks I’ve learned by using this software almost exclusively for all my mapping projects over the
last 2 years.
Linda Sibert has been involved in mapping and GIS for over 20 years, working in three different
Kansas Counties and is currently the GIS Analyst in IT for the Kansas Department of Agriculture.
In late 2016 KDA decided to move to ArcGIS Pro for most of our desktop mapping needs. Since
then I have been using the software exclusively for all my map production, and have been
responsible for teaching others in the department to use the software.

Meet our Keynote Speaker:
John Cannella, Deputy Superintendent, National Trails Intermountain Region, National
Park Service
John is currently the Deputy Superintendent for the National Trails Intermountain
Region (NTIR) office within the National Park Service. NTIR administers or coadministers nine national historic trails (Oregon, Mormon Pioneer, California, Pony
Express, Santa Fe, Old Spanish, Trail of Tears, El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, and El
Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trails), manages the Route 66 Corridor
Preservation Program, and leads feasibility studies and other planning for potential and
new additions to the National Trails System. John has held several GIS-related positions
focusing on a diversity of topics that have included trails, natural and cultural resources
management, plant ecology, paleoecology and global change. While the GIS
Coordinator for NTIR, John helped co-found the National Trails System GIS Network, an
open group that hosts regular discussions regarding the use of GIS for the National
Trails System. Prior to joining the National Park Service in 2004, John worked for other
federal agencies, universities, and nonprofits. John has a B.S. in Biology from St.
Lawrence University, pursued graduate coursework in Rural Geography, and received a
Master’s in Public Administration from the University of New Mexico.

Wednesday Break Out Sessions
TIME

SESSION TITLE

12:45– 1:30

Dynamics of Lodgepole pine forests in firedriven landscapes: past, present and future

1:45 – 2:30

3:00 – 3:45

4:00 – 4:45

Behind-the-Scenes of the NG911 Toolbox
ArcGIS enterprise install lessons learned by
KDHE
Title Research
Reducing "Map-athy" through Elevated
Flood Risk Outreach
Using GIS to Assist with the Maintenance of
the Election Office Street File (ELVIS).
Backups, Replications & Ransomware
Save $$$ by Saying ‘Yes’ to Using GIS for CRS
Getting Started with ArcGIS Pro
DASC
Geocaching
Drawing a Plat in Pro

ROOM
SPEAKERS NAME
NAME
McDowell Barrie Chileen
(KAM Scholarship
Winner)
Tuttle
Kristen Jorden
Alcove
Nolita LaVoie
McDowell Darlene Flynn
Tuttle
Tara Lanzrath
Alcove

William Trimble

McDowell
Tuttle
Alcove
McDowell
Tuttle
Alcove

Pam Dunham
Martin Koch
Tim Hensley
Ken Nelson
Amy Chapman
Tyler Fleming

Thursday Break Out Sessions
TIME

SESSION TITLE

ROOM
SPEAKERS NAME
NAME
McDowell

Python - Next Level: User Interface, Error
Logging, Configuration Files
GIS Support of the Appraiser's Office

Tuttle

9:00 – 9:45

10:00 - 10:45

KDOT GIS resources
Election Solutions
The Kansas Geographic Alliance: 28 Years of
Cartographic, GIS, GPS and Remote Sensing
Education

11:15 – 12:00 Deeds And property ownership issues
Citizen Engagement through Adopta
Operations Dashboard for Real-Time Decision
Making

1:15 – 2:00

2:15 – 3:00

3:30 – 4:15

Emergencies mapping vs non mapping
events
What happens to Kansas State Plane
Coordinates when NAD83 is abandoned in
2022?
Discover the Different Types of Mapping
Data Created Using Drones
Using Jupyter Notebooks with ArcGIS Pro
The US Census Bureau
Bikes, Burgers, and Breweries: A Story Map
Story
Using GIS and historical flood data to analyze
the risk and vulnerability of a rural
community, past and present: The Neosho
River in Coffey County, Kansas
Use of Mobile Apps at the County level
When your map needs to be more art than
science, you need a different set of tools.

Bert Meier

Alcove

Amy Roust, Lee
Allen, Pam Cannon,
and Cara Mays
McDowell Kyle Gonterwitz
Tuttle
Tim Hensley
Alcove
Richard Lisichenko
Rhonda Lefferd

McDowell Melissa Crane
Tuttle
Tim Hensley
Alcove
Luke Finley KDEM
McDowell Jim Green
Tuttle

Steve Thompson

Alcove

Trevor Witt

McDowell Kyle Gonterwitz
Tuttle
Allison Shafer
Alcove
Mike D’Attilio
McDowell Cara Mays, Jude
Kastens
Tuttle

Blaike Davidson

Alcove

Jared Tremblay

Friday Break Out Sessions
TIME

SESSION TITLE

8:30 – 9:15

What can GIS do for my county in an
emergency
NG911 GIS User Group

9:30 – 10:15

How to Leverage GIS for Condition
Assessment and Asset Management
ArcGIS Query Layers, going beyond the
simple join
Introduction to ModelBuilder and Python in
GIS
Cultivating an Organization-Wide Culture for
Using GIS

ROOM
NAME
McDowell

SPEAKERS NAME

Tuttle
Alcove

David Fish, Mike
D’Attiliio, and Luke
Finley
Eileen Battles
Clint Miller

McDowell

Darren Haag

Tuttle

Lee Allen

Alcove

Amy Roust

Wednesday October 17th
12:45 pm to 1:30 pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room - Dynamics of Lodgepole pine forests in fire-driven landscapes: past, present
and future - Barrie Chileen (KAM Scholarship Winner)
Wildfire is a ubiquitous disturbance agent in Rocky Mountain subalpine forests, with the frequency of
large fires projected to increase in the 21st century due to warming climate and increased drought.
Lodgepole pine, a dominant species in subalpine forests of western North America, is largely resilient to
high-severity fires, due in large part to its serotinous cones. However, recent studies suggest that the
resilience of lodgepole pine forests to fires may be compromised with more frequent burning and
warmer, drier postfire conditions. While considerable research has been done on modern post-fire
dynamics of these systems, less is known about post-fire vegetation response of lodgepole pine forests
over longer temporal scales and in different climate settings. This study investigates fire occurrence and
post-fire vegetation change in lodgepole pine forest over the past several millennia, to better
understand ecosystem responses to changes in wildfire and climate.

We assessed the impacts of wildfires on lodgepole pine forests in the Rocky Mountains over the
past 2500 years, a period including significant changes in regional climate. We focused on
Chickaree Lake, Colorado, U.S.A., in Rocky Mountain National Park because of its small
catchment size and existing paleoecological datasets. To investigate long-term ecosystem
variability, we analyzed pollen over three high-severity catchment level fire events previously
reconstructed with charcoal analysis. We found reductions in Pinus pollen after fire events, and
small (<4%) but potentially ecologically significant quantities of Alnus pollen and Sarcobatus
pollen, which could replenish nitrogen stocks in post-fire successional sequences. We also
analyzed the biogeochemistry of vegetation samples from the watershed and found high
variation in foliar carbon and nitrogen concentrations in subalpine species. As climate warms,
the potential roles of plant species in influencing the biogeochemical cycles of fire-driven
landscapes could be altered. These results help understand the mechanisms that confer
resilience of lodgepole pine forests to fire activity and reveal that the variability in post-fire

vegetation recovery times can be an important component in understanding long-term
ecosystem dynamics.
Barrie’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Tuttle Room – Behind-the-Scenes of the NG911 Toolbox - Kristen Jordan -The NG911 toolbox
is used regularly for NG911 data QA/QC, but it has a lot of other capabilities too. During the
Behind-the-Scenes of the NG911 Toolbox, we will go in-depth covering the details of certain
tools and how they work and how users can leverage the tools to make their NG911 data life
easier.
See pre-conference courses for Kristen’s biography.
Alcove Room – ArcGIS enterprise install lessons learned by KDHE – Nolita LaVoie - ArcGIS
Enterprise includes a secure portal website where you organize and host your geospatial assets
within your organization. This technical presentation will cover some helpful suggestions to
installing ArcGIS Enterprise. During KDHE’s installation of ArcGIS Enterprise there were also
many lessons learned that went beyond what esri’s installation guides provided. This will
highlight those lessons. Nolita LaVoie is a Geographic Database Administrator for Kansas
Department of Health and Environment. For the past 15 years in this role, the main focus has
been to create ArcGIS web map applications to provide quick, efficient and effective portals to
business and spatial content.
Nolita is a Geographic Database Administrator for Kansas Department of Health and
Environment (KDHE). The goal of KDHE’s Business Geospatial Service Unit (BGS) is to enable any
agency employee to effortlessly and seamlessly incorporate the use of spatial data in their
program’s daily workflow. For the past 15 years in this role, she has the opportunity to work
with and provide GIS services to all bureaus within KDHE. Her main focus has been to create
ArcGIS web map applications to provide quick, efficient and effective portals to business and
spatial content. Prior to joining KDHE’s IT, Nolita was part of the KDHE Bureau of Water’s
Watershed Planning, Monitoring, and Assessment Section providing GIS and data analysis
services. Nolita started her GIS career as a Soil Survey Cartographer for Natural Resources
Conservation Services. She graduated from K-State Polytechnic Campus degreed in
Environmental Engineering Technology with an emphasis in Geographic Information Systems.

1:45 pm to 2:30 pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room – Title Research – Darlene Flynn - A basic explanation of title insurance.
Databases used for title research. How GIS is sued in title research, other mapping programs.
Alta Survey and their purpose.
Darlene’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Tuttle Room – Reducing "Map-athy" through Elevated Flood Risk Outreach –Tara Lanzrath The Floodplain Unit of the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources
utilizes many different facets of GIS to portray flood risk to communities. This presentation will
give an overview of how we use ArcGIS Server to host floodplain web review maps, use Story
Maps to portray project information, and how we partnered with DASC to provide a Base Flood
Elevation (BFE) Portal. Specific information will be given on each topic with an emphasis on
how these tools improve community communication and the delivery of timely flood risk
information and products. The comment-enabled floodplain web maps utilize services hosted

on ArcGIS Server and a JavaScript template available on GitHub. The Story Maps utilize ArcGIS
Online coupled with our Server to host web maps, some of which use the Web App Builder for
customization and better functionality within the ArcGIS Online Platform. Finally, the
Partnership with DASC and the development of the BFE Portal will be discussed. The Portal
allows for a semi-automated BFE Determination process that generates a PDF letter with each
determination. It draws from a water surface elevation grid service, and the Statewide LiDAR
service to provide an indication of the depth of flooding.
Tara Lanzrath is the Floodplain Mapping Coordinator for the Kansas Department of Agriculture,
Division of Water Resources. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Studies with a minor
in Geography from The University of Kansas and is a Certified Floodplain Manager. Currently,
Tara serves as project manager for contractual flood hazard studies under the Cooperating
Technical Partners (CTP) Program with FEMA while assessing mapping needs for the State of
Kansas. She also leads trainings on how to use ArcMap or QGIS to look at floodplain data, and
provides support to her team and Kansas residents by providing web maps, story maps, and web
pages at various stages of the floodplain mapping process. In a broader sense, Tara has focused
on using GIS for various water resource issues in Kansas ranging from groundwater hydrology to
riverine flooding and has worked for the State of Kansas since 2008.
Alcove Room – Using GIS to Assist with the Maintenance of the Election Office Street File
(ELVIS). William Trimble Shawnee County GIS recently created an innovative method for
finding errors in the Elections office (ELVIS) street file. Using our NG911 Road Centerline data,
we were able to effectively map the ELVIS street file creating a data layer and tables to be used
to quality control this non-spatial data. This data was then shared via ArcGIS Online to the
Elections office to update their system. Topics include: methodology, data manipulation,
geocoding, Python code, spatial analysis, etc. This process can be used by other counties to
reproduce the same quality control method.
William’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication

3:00 pm to 3:45 pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room – Backups, Replications & Ransomware – Pamela Dunham - If your
organization is hit by a ransomware today, are you prepared? I sure do not have all the
answers, but when Butler County was hit by ransomware last fall, we discovered some positives
and negatives to how we were currently doing business. Do you currently backup your data?
Do you blindly trust your IT Department to handle it? Do you ever restore from the backup to
test that the backups are working? We are going to talk briefly about the ransomware attack
on Butler County last fall, but more importantly we are going to discuss options for backing up
and sharing your data. Are you editing and maintaining the same set of data that you are
sharing both internally and externally? Do you have your ArcGIS Server site configuration
backed up? What about your ArcGIS Online Web maps? If you need to set up shop from a
laptop/desktop off-site due to an emergency, are you able to be up and running fairly quick?
We are going to discuss all these questions and some of the different options for replicating
data from your production location to your share location and I will be providing some
directions, examples and resource materials.
See board nominations for Pam’s biography.

Tuttle Room – Save $$$ by Saying ‘Yes’ to Using GIS for CRS - Martin Koch - Want to apply
your GIS skills toward keeping more money in your community while reducing flood risk at the
same time? Help your community enroll in the National Flood Insurance Program’s Community
Rating System (CRS)! Flood insurance policyholders in CRS communities can receive up to a
45% discount on their premiums. Similar to the ISO Fire Suppression Rating Schedule, CRS
recognizes communities that work hard to mitigate flood risk. 36 Kansas communities, ranging
in size from fewer than 500 residents to nearly 150,000, currently participate. This
presentation will discuss how GIS technology helps document credit-rich CRS activities such as
Activity 540 (Drainage System Maintenance), Activity 440 (Flood Data Maintenance), Activity
420 (Open Space Preservation) and Activity 320 (Map Information Service). It will feature case
studies utilizing both digital and paper FIRMs (Flood Insurance Rate Maps), and provide
strategies to help small communities with limited staff time accomplish CRS mapping. It will
also address methods to leverage the latest digital data, such as LiDAR-estimated ground
elevations and National Geodetic Survey CORS (Continuously Operating Reference Stations).
Whether you are a CRS novice or a seasoned coordinator preparing for an upcoming
recertification, you’ll be interested to learn how the Kansas Department of Agriculture-Division
of Water Resources (KDA-DWR) uses GIS to produce CRS maps for community partners.
Martin’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Alcove Room – Getting started with ArcGIS Pro – Tim Hensley Description: Although ArcGIS Pro
has been around now for a few years, many of Esri's users have yet to adopt this new 64 bit,
multithreaded desktop solution. This session will discuss key aspects of ArcGIS Pro and how it works,
but it will also examine Pro from the standpoint of transitioning from ArcMap. Pro can't yet do
everything that has been built into ArcMap, but it is the future of Esri's approach to desktop mapping
and computing.

Tim Hensley has been employed with Esri since 1998 and has attained the Esri Desktop
Associate certification. Also during his tenure with Esri, Mr. Hensley has specialized in Esri’s web
solutions, such as ArcGIS Server and ArcGIS Online. Prior to 1998, Mr. Hensley worked in the
field of mapping and GIS for approximately twelve years in both State and County government.

4:00 pm to 4:45 pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room – DASC updates – Ken Nelson
Tuttle Room – Geocaching – Amy Chambers - Currently, I am an asset management analyst for
the City of Topeka. In the past, I worked for Garmin International, where I was introduced to
geocaching for the first time. Throughout my career with Garmin, I traveled to various events,
educating a wide audience on geocaching and GPS technology.
Amy Chamber co - taught several semesters of a college level geocaching class in St. Louis, MO
and participated in a geocaching unit in the STARBASE program in Kansas City, Salina and
Wichita, which was a summer program for children.
Alcove Room – Drawing a Plat in Pro – Tyler Fleming ArcGIS Pro looks different than ArcMap,
yet the basic concepts still apply. During this presentation, I will demonstrate the workflow for
drawing a new plat in Pro. Watch as I take this well-known data editing process into the
unfamiliar territory of Pro. With a focus on creating accurate data, I’ll show you where to find

the tools that you need, how they are similar and how they differ, and what has yet to be
migrated into this new interface. Let’s shift our focus to Pro, starting with basic techniques!
See pre-conference courses for Tyler’s biography.

Thursday October 18th
9:00am to 9:45 – Breakout session
Tuttle Room – Python - Next Level: User Interface, Error Logging, Configuration Files - Robert
Meier - This presentation will introduce TKinter, the most popular GUI library for Python. You
will learn how to create basic forms with buttons, labels, text boxes and list boxes, as well as,
call message, file and folder dialogs. For lengthy and complicated scripts, error catching and
logging can be an important debugging tool, you will be shown how to create a log file, catch
errors and log different messages. Configuration files can add versatility to a script, instead of
hard coding values in your code, read them from a configuration file. Holding values (file paths,
field names, text values, etc.) in a configuration file specific to a process or client, can make one
script usable for multiple jobs.
Robert “Bert” Meier has been a GIS professional for over 25 years. He has experience ranging
from data creation to application development. He has worked in municipal government and
private industry where he provided GIS services to public works, water, wastewater and rail
clients. He is an expert in most ESRI software and an experienced developer using, C#, VB,
JavaScript and Python. Currently with TREKK Design Group, Bert is using his programming skills
to automate Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Studies and MACP data processes.
Alcove Room – GIS Support of the Appraiser's Office – Amy Roust, Lee Allen, Pamela Cannon,
Cara Mays - KAM has its roots in mass appraisal, but much has changed since the early days of
parcel digitization. This presentation will consist of lightning talks from multiple county GIS
shops, each highlighting how GIS is being used to support the Appraiser's Office. Our goal is to
challenge you to go beyond the day-to-day management of ownership boundaries. Learn more
about how GIS can assist your Appraisers by saving them time, finding efficiencies, increasing
government transparency, and reducing phone calls and walk-in traffic.
See board nominations for Amy’s biography.
See Pre-Conference Classes for Lee’s Biography.
Pamela Cannon, PKM has been employed with Linn County, Kansas since 1996 and serves as the
GIS Administrator, NG911 Address Steward, and NG911 Data Maintainer. Prior to that she
earned experience with Aerial Photography and Land Use, working for the Farm Service Agency
Office (f.k.a. ASCS Office) in the Compliance and Disaster Programs. She has been a member of
KAM since 1999; she received her Professional Kansas Mapper Designation in 2007. She serves
on the Designation Committee, and is a Past President of the Kansas Association of Mappers.
She has received KAM awards for Prestigious Cartographer, Outstanding Mapping Projects, and
she received the Lifetime Achievement Award in 2017.
Cara Mays is the GIS Coordinator for Coffey County. She began working for Coffey County, the
place where she grew up, in 2010. Cara received her bachelor’s degree from Emporia State
University, in Earth Science, in 2008. This past spring, she completed her master’s degree in
Geography from the University of Kansas. Cara is currently serving as Past President for KAM for

the 2017-2018 year. In her spare time, she enjoys running, fishing and spending time with her
husband, Dan and son, Hayden.

10:00am to 10:45am – Breakout session
McDowell Room – KDOT GIS resources Kyle Gonterwitz - This session will cover some of the
data resources KDOT has available, including web based GIS services and some basics for how
to use linear referenced GIS data.
Kyle’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Tuttle Room – Election Solutions – Tim Hensley - Governments increasingly develop online GISbased applications to engage with citizens and voters. Esri's election solutions can help the
public easily connect with government, making voting accessible to every qualified citizen,
increasing voter turnout, and providing critical information such as where can I vote, when can I
vote, and what are the results? This workshop will examine various election related solutions
that Esri has to offer.
See Tim’s biography in his session on Wednesday at 3:00pm.
Alcove Room – The Kansas Geographic Alliance: 28 years of Cartographic, GIS, GPS and
remote sensing education. Since 1990, the Kansas Geographic Alliance has forwarded the
cause of geographic education through advocating the creation and use of maps in the
classroom, as well as integration of geospatial technologies including GIS, GPS and Remote
Sensing. Through financial support from the National Geographic Society and the state of
Kansas, the alliance has provided the necessary training and resource support for Kansas
teachers. This has included: summer institutes, workshops, seminars, classroom presentations,
publications, access to maps and geospatial technologies, and ESRI training.
Richard Lisichenko is a Professor of Geography/GIS at Fort Hays State University. His primary
specialization is in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in conjunction with other geospatial
technologies. In addition to conducting applied GIS research, he has contributed to projects at
the local, state and federal levels. Regarding geographic education, Dr. Lisichenko is the
coordinator of the Kansas Geographic Alliance and Kansas State Steward for the National
Geographic Society.
Rhonda Lefferd is an elementary gifted facilitator in the Shawnee Heights school district in
Tecumseh, Kansas. Rhonda earned her B.A. from Wichita State University and her M.S. from
Emporia State University. She has been teaching for 16 years. She is a member of the Kansas
Geographic Alliance and serves on the executive committee for the organization. Rhonda's
passion is to expand her love of geography to both teachers and students by providing
classroom support and developing geography focused lessons plans.

11:15pm to 12:00pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room – Deeds and Property ownership issue discussion group – Melissa Crane –
open forum discussion group, bring your question and topic ideas.
Melissa’s biography was not available at the time of this programs publication

Tuttle Room – Citizen Engagement through Adapta – Tim Hensley - Adopta is a solution for the
Web AppBuilder that can be used by organizations to engage the public in the operations and
maintenance of natural and man-made assets. Adopta makes it easy for the public to volunteer
to maintain assets such as catch basins, hydrants, parks, streams, trails, etc., while having an
ongoing dialog with the organization regarding the status of their assest(s). But,
implementation of Adopta is a bit complex. This session will demonstrate from start to finish
how to configure and deploy the Adopta solution.
See Tim’s biography in his session on Wednesday at 3:00pm.
Room – Operations Dashboard for Real-Time Decision Making – Luke Finley, KDEM Operations
Dashboard is shortly becoming the go-to application for incident response nationwide, from large
hurricanes to local county fairs. At the 2018 National Security and Public Safety Summit at the ESRI User
Conference there was a dashboard example in nearly every presentation. And remember, Ops
Dashboard doesn't always have to be used in an emergency management setting, the ability to manage
projects and track progress is also a big part of its functionality. This means that at-a-glance decision
making tools are becoming more and more important in the GIS industry. In this presentation we will
discuss how to create a dashboard, configure it, incorporate different types of data and even make it
intractable for users. Examples of how KDEM has begun incorporating these Dashboards into our
incident response will also be presented and demo’d.

Luke Finley is the GIS Analyst at the Kansas Division of Emergency Management, this fall will
mark his second full year with the agency. Prior to joining KDEM he completed a bachelor's
degree from Kansas State University in Geography and earned an undergraduate GIS certificate.
In his time at KDEM, Luke has worked more than a dozen State Emergency Operations Center
activations and had his first on-scene deployment this June with the Tornado that struck Eureka.

1:15pm to 2:00pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room – Emergencies mapping vs non mapping events – Jim Green - When First
responders, Incident Management Teams, and Emergency Managers are deployed to an
Incident / Event they first need to size up what they are up against. If no maps are available
then ones have to be quickly generated by hand this takes time and always time away from the
incident which will slow down our main objectives : Life safety, Incident stabilization, and
conservation of property. So linking the ability to use GIS in our incidents and even in our
Emergency Operation plans has greatly enhanced our ability to get control of a situation faster
and with better results.
Jim Green is currently the Emergency Management Coordinator for the City of Topeka, with
Topeka Police Department and has been employed with the City since 2003.
Tuttle Room – What happens to Kansas State Plane Coordinates when NAD83 is abandoned
in 2022? – Steve Thompson National Geodetic Survey has stated that in 2022 they will no
longer support North American Datum 1983 (NAD83). Are we going to continue to have Kansas
State Plane Coordinates but with the new 2022 datum? Are we going to adopt the new Low
Distortion Projection (LDP) system that Michael Dennis of NGS has designed for Kansas? What
will the impact of the new North American Terrestrial Reference Frame of 2022 (NATRF2022)
and North American-Pacific Geopotential Datum of 2022 (NAPGD2022) on the horizontal and
vertical values in our mapping and surveys? How will we reconcile these values with our
previous work?

Steve’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Alcove Room – Discover the Different Types of Mapping Data created using Drones - Trevor
Witt - Trevor’s experience in the small unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS) industry began in
August 2013 at Kansas State University Polytechnic to pursue an undergraduate degree in
Aeronautical Technology. In December 2016, he graduated from the program Suma Cum Lade,
and in addition to his studies, Trevor worked for K-State’s Applied Aviation Research Center
(AARC) as the sUAS data specialist. While a student, Trevor was actively involved in many of the
AARC’s research projects including those in collaboration with Westar Energy, the Bureau of
Land Management, and K-State’s Department of Entomology. Now employed full time at the
AARC, Trevor continues to work on a multitude of projects utilizing visual, multispectral,
hyperspectral, thermal, and LiDAR sensors for sUAS remote sensing.

2:15pm to 3:00pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room – Using Jupyter Notebooks with ArcGIS Pro – Kyle Gonterwitz I will cover
how to configure Conda, install the Jupyter libs, and get started using Jupyter notebooks with
arcpy and GIS for geoprocessing analyses and system administration, along with covering some
of the differences between ArcGIS python 2.7 in the ArcMap and ArcGIS ProPy environment in
the Pro Desktop environments.
Kyle’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Tuttle Room – The US Census Bureau – Allison Shafer - he U.S. Census Bureau’s geographic
programs provide tribal, state, and local governments an opportunity to review and update the
addresses and boundaries the Census Bureau has for your communities. This authoritative local
data completes the Census Bureau’s geographic framework for data collection, tabulation, and
dissemination, and is vital to the success of the 2020 Census, the American Community Survey,
and many other censuses and surveys. This session will provide an overview of the annual
Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), the 2020 Census Participant Statistical Areas Program
(PSAP), and the 2020 Census New Construction Program
Allison’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Alcove Room – Bikes, Burgers, and Breweries: A Story Map Story Mike D’Attillio - There are
several good craft breweries and hamburger restaurants around the city of Topeka. But where
and what are they? Can I get to these places safely on my bicycle from my house? And how can
I use ESRI's Story Maps to tell this story? More importantly, which Story Map template should I
use? This presentation will compare how different Story Map templates can tell different
stories from the same GIS project data.
See board nominations for Mike’s biography.

3:30pm to 4:15pm – Breakout session
McDowell Room – Using GIS and historical flood data to analyze the risk and vulnerability of a
rural community, past and present: The Neosho River in Coffey County, Kansas – Cara Mays Flooding is one of the most destructive natural disasters world-wide. To complete her master’s

degree at the University of Kansas, Cara completed her thesis work that involved utilizing
limited historical flood data to map out potential flood areas within in her hometown. This
session will discuss defining critical infrastructure, obtaining historical flood data and illustrates
how an existing flood inundation library was used to create a flood-risk assessment map for
Coffey County.
Cara Mays is the GIS Coordinator for Coffey County. She began working for Coffey County, the
place where she grew up, in 2010. Cara received her bachelor’s degree from Emporia State
University, in Earth Science, in 2008. This past spring, she completed her master’s degree in
Geography from the University of Kansas. Cara is currently serving as Past-President for KAM for
the 2017-2018 year. In her spare-time, she enjoys running, fishing and spending time with her
husband, Dan and son, Hayden.
Tuttle Room – Use of Mobile Apps at the County level - Blaike Davidson - An overview of
projects using mobile apps at the county, including: Tobacco Retail Incentive project, Survey
123 demo, Workforce demo, and questions & answers.
Blaike’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Alcove Room – When your map needs to be more art than science, you need a different set of
tools. - Jared Tremblay - Come learn the basics of a free software called Inkscape, and open a
whole new world of cartography.
Jared Tremblay is the Program Manager at the Flint Hills MPO, where they focus on
transportation planning. Prior to the MPO, he worked at the City of Manhattan in the GIS
department.

Friday October 19th
8:30am to 9:15am – Breakout session
McDowell Room – What can GIS do in my county in an emergency. David Fish, Mike D’Attilio
and Luke Finley - everything you need to know to help during an emergency.
Tuttle Room – NG911 GIS User Goup – Eileen Battles – NG911 users come get the latest
details.
Alcove Room – How to Leverage GIS for Condition Assessment and Asset Management – Clint
Miller - We will be discussing some of the ways that GIS has been used in the City of Lawrence
to bring information together to assess the condition of buried water main as part of an overall
asset management and water main replacement program. We will be covering the entire
condition assessment processes from identifying scoring factors, setting scoring criteria, finding
data sources, to building analysis models and reviewing the results
Clint’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.

9:30am to 10:15am – Breakout Session
McDowell Room – ArcGIS Query Layers, going beyond the simple join – Darren Haag Query
Layers are a powerful and under-utilized part of the ArcGIS platform. They allow users to
perform complex SQL queries to represent their data in unique ways without needing access to
the SQL Server. With ArcGIS Pro they have gone a step further in allowing variables to further
explore your data.
Darren’s biography was not available at the time of this program’s publication.
Tuttle Room – Introduction to Model Builder and Python in GIS – Lee Allen - Introduction to
ModelBuilder and Python in GIS This presentation will cover basics of why and how to begin
using Modelbuilder and Python in your daily GIS work.
See pre-conference courses for Lee’s biography.
Alcove Room – Cultivating an Organization-Wide Culture for Using GIS - Amy Roust - What a
cool idea! Too bad my organization will never go for it." How many times have you attended a
conference or read a publication and had this thought? There are countless ways to improve
workflows, save time and money, and create efficiencies, but GIS is rarely more than an
afterthought as a possible solution. Let's talk about ways to cultivate a GIS-receptive culture so
that your organization can more fully benefit from its investment in this technology.
See board nominations for Amy’s biography.

Board Nominations:
President Elect:

Erika Stanley is a GIS Analyst with Wood Environment & Infrastructure. She specializes in
floodplain mapping, hazard mitigation planning & managing web applications for outreach and
communication to local governments. Erika has a B.S. in Environmental Science from Haskell
Indian Nations University and a Master’s in Urban Planning from the University of Kansas. She
currently serves on the KAM Board as a Director and has been on the program committee for 4
years.

Secretary:
Frank Jensik My name is Frank jensik. I have grown up in the beautiful state of Kansas. I have a
bachelor's degree in geography which I got from Oklahoma state university. Since this past
February I have been working as a mapper with the Ford County, Kansas appraiser’s office.
I look forward to potentially serving as the secretary on the board of the Kansas association of
mappers!
Amy Roust is the senior GIS analyst for Douglas County, Kansas. She has both public and private
sector experience supporting GIS clients in local government. Amy has an M.A. in Geography
from the University of Missouri and earned her GIS Professional (GISP) certification in 2016. She
is currently finishing her first year as the KAM board secretary.

Treasurer:
Pam Dunham, KM, PKM began her career in mapping with Butler County in 1986. Her first job
was in layout and design and from there she worked her way up through the department. She
moved to Lyon County in 1991 as the GIS Coordinator where she was instrumental in
implementing GIS. In 2000, she returned to Butler County as the GIS Director. Since that time,
Butler County has converted from a manual mapping system to GIS in a number of departments
from Appraisal, Zoning, NG911, and Clerk’s to Emergency Management and continues to
expand. Pamela has an Associate’s Degree from Butler Community College and a Bachelor’s
degree in Business from Wichita State University with double minors in management and
management information systems.

Director:
Mike D’Attillio is currently the GIS Coordinator at the Kansas Division of Emergency
Management. After graduating from the Colorado School of Mines, Mike worked in software
development for several years before completing a Master's degree in Geography at the
University of Kansas in 1995. Since that time he has worked in GIS and GIS software
development in the 9-1-1 and electric utilities industries before joining KDEM in 2014.
Along with managing and building KDEM's own internal GIS projects and applications, Mike
oversees the volunteer GIS Disaster Response Team and the PIGI (the GIS disaster response
vehicle), along with serving on the NG911 GIS committee and representing KDEM on the state
GIS Policy Board. In his role with the KDEM, Mike enjoys working with state, county, and
municipal GIS colleagues to help them with disaster preparation, response, recovery, and
mitigation. Mike and his wife Shelley have two sons - one a sophomore in college and the other
a senior in high school, two cats, and more computing devices than are probably healthy.
Joann Smith is a member of Kansas Association of Mappers and American Association of
Geographers. She also participates in the GeoMentors program, providing education and
passion to the future geographers of the world. Joann has experienced the world not through
travel, but through mapping. She is excited to use this knowledge to find ways to improve as
many lives as she can.
Linda Sibert, KM currently works for the Kansas Department of Agriculture, she has worked in
GIS or mapping in three different Counties in the state of Kansas. She has been involved with
KAM since 1992 serving on the board and several committees, including program chair for the
last 2 years. She would like to see KAM grow towards the future while maintaining our roots.
And is looking forward to continuing to serve as your KAM Director.

